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 We feel that the college currently has a formidable alumni network that is well organized and 

accessible. However, there are several holes in this network that leave room for improvement. The 

colleges has the ability and resources to utilize its alumni and student networks in collaboration for 

better academic, financial and social improvements and our plan directs these problems in a creative, 

fun, and inclusive manner. Current problems with the Alumni involvement that we identified include. 

-Students are not fully encouraged to contact alumni for social or academic support,; there is a lack of 

emphasis on the availability of the alumni network and the resourcefulness of the alumni to the student 

body. 

-Students and alumni do not interact fully, and the limited interaction that occurs is not physical. 

-There are not many opportunities for students to form a lasting bond with alumni, most or the major 

alumni events take place when students are not around school. 

-The lack of major sports events and other similar activities that can bring students and alumni together 

also diminishes the opportunities for the college community and alumni to participate in fun and uniting 

activities. 

 These and several other issues that we will detail later detracted from what otherwise would be 

a formidable resource for the college. All in all we have recognized the need for interaction between 

students and alumni on more intimate and direct bases as the most urgent and valuable operation.  We 

propose an event that can bring the student body, staff, alumni and the larger Saratoga community will 

be the most effective track to fostering a better community feeling and developing an informed and 

involved skid more community. 

Marketing campaign 

 The 24 hour run concept is derived from an event that yinebeb helped organize and participated 

in at his high school.  We have expanded the idea to fit the college environment and address the goals of 

this competition. The 24-hour run, as the title suggests, is a sporting event that incorporates 

entertainment, academics and social activities in a 24 hour period.  

 We plan to have groups of 30-40 people that contain members of students, staff, alumni and 

public participants compete in a 24 hour, non-stop relay running competition around the skidmore track. 

Participant are of course encouraged to walk, jog or run as much as they want ,with the only 

requirement being that at any time during the event there must be at least one individual from a group 

on the  track. We will encourage group interaction and participation by motivating the spirit of 
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competition as well as fun. Each group will have their own names, colors and other identification, which 

will be organized by a group leader in collaboration with group members. We intend to encourage group 

communications and organization much before the event. We also intend for groups to sleep in the 

same area, we intend to close all dorm rooms and allow each group to occupy a floor as a sleeping area. 

Participants will be required to bring their own sleeping bags. This will make it easier for group leaders 

to contact members as well as encouraging interaction, communication and fostering a sense of unity as 

a group. It will also mean that almost all students will be participants. Although this last point is 

revisable in accordance with the college rules, we believe it is a vital ingredient of the event.  

 While the running competition is the main event we intend to have numerous activities going on 

throughout the day. We will have student Dj’s play at the track all through the event. We intend to have 

stalls set up on the inside of the track; providing beverages, fast food and other necessities. We also 

intend to invite local business to set up small stalls to showcase their products. We also have other small 

fun competitions and shows set up all around the track. We will also set up concert areas to allow 

alumni groups, student bands or community participants to hold a concert. All in all we will have many 

activities that are affordable and easy to set up installed around the track or in close proximity to the 

event. Students and alumni who cannot participate in the running event can help by score keeping, 

working in stalls, organizing and other parts of the event. We believe that all students should be able to 

participate in the event in some capacity. 

 We plan for the event to be a yearly episode that takes place during the end of the spring 

semester. Exact dates and time will be set with consultation with the school to allow maximum 

participation possible. We also intend to donate the money earned (a small participation fee) from the 

event to charity of choice. The winner group as well as winners in the male, female alumni and staff 

category will also receive awards. All in all we believe that the event will successfully satisfy the goals of 

the alumni association and beyond that develop a reputation as an attraction of the college. 

  The main goal of the event will be to encourage and give alumni the opportunity to visit the 

college and mingle with the students, thereby promoting a nostalgic experience for them in a convivial, 

fun atmosphere. We do not wish for them to be merely visiting the college but rather want to 

encourage them to experience the student life and also get a chance to relive their experience at 

Skidmore. We want to rekindle their sense of a attachment to the college and the student body as a 

hole, furthermore we want to create an opportunity for an alumni and a students to form a lasting bond.  
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